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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS 

INDIA:     The  wheat  acreage  for  harvest  in  the  spring  of  1943  is  now 
estimated  at  34,311,000  acres,  or  617,000  acres  more  than  the  first  es- 
timate of  33,694,000  acres.     The  current  estimate  is  196,200  acres  a.bove 
the  revised  second  estimate  for  the  1942  acreage. 


RUMANIA:    A  recent  decree  permits  the  admixture  of  10  percent  of 
bean  flour  in  the  standard  bread.     The  weekly  bread  ra.tion  has  been  re- 
duced from  1,750  to  1,500  grams,  and  the  reduction  is  to  be  compensated 
for  by  a  supplement  of  500  grams  of  corn  flour. 

******* 
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GRAINS 

ECUADORAN  FLOUR  IMPORTS 

INCREASED  IN  1942  .   .  . 

#  • 

Imports  of  wheat  flour  into  Ecuador  in  1942  were  estimated  at  around 
245,000  "barrels,  or  almost  double  average  import  requirements,  according  to 
information  received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Or- 
dinari-ly  the  country  produces  about  half  its  need?,   in  the  Sierra  regions, 
and  is  dependent  on  ts^orica  for  the  other  half.     Imports  are  consumed  al- 
most entirely  in  the  coastal  area,  especially  around  Guayaquil.'  •  Virtually 
all  the  imported  flour  comes  from  the  United  States.     (See  'also  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  October  26,  1942.)    The  1941  imports  of  '133,000  barrels 
following  the  good  harvest  of  1°40  were  considered  about  average. 

Speculative  buying  Is  reported  to  account  for  the  large  increase  in 
the  1942  imports.    Forecasts  were  for  a  .10 or  1942  wheat-  harvest  following 
the  small  crop  of  1941.     Stocks  of  flour  in  Guayaquil  at  the-  end-  of  April 
were  small,  and  a  serious  shortage  seemed  impending- unless  increased  ship- 
ping space  bacasie  available.    As  a  result  of  the  unfavorable  supply  situa- 
tion, orders  in  excess  of  actual  ne^ds  were  placed  abroad,  and,  when  ample 
cargo  space  wa,s  made  available  to  carry  the  full  amount  of  the  orders, 
stocks  were  found  to  be  excessive.     Many  firms,  especially  smaller  ones, 
found  their  supplies  to  be  twice  the  normal  requirements* 

In  the  general  liquidation  that  followed,  prices  in  the  coasta.1 
areas  were  depressed  much  belo™  the  high  level  at  which  they  had  been  sel- 
ling, and  were  for  a,  time  below  cost,  a.t  52  sucres  per  bag  .(about,  $3.47  in 
United  States  currency).    At  . the  same  time,  prices  of  the . lower-grade  do- 
mestic flour  in  the  producing  regions  were  reported  to  be  as  high  as  72 
sucres,  or  approximately, $4. 80  per  bag  of  98  pounds,     ^he  Government's 
policy  of  maintaining  high  freight,  rates  between  the.  two  regions  in  order' 
to  protect  the  loce,l  gra.in  from  foreign  competition,  prevented  shipments  of 
the  needed  flour  from  being  made  fvea!y  to  the  interior. 

Freight  rates  are  under  Government  control  and  are  set  in -a.ccordance 
with  the  supply  situation.    "When  the  domestic  crop  is  good,  the  ra,te  from 
Guayaquil  to  Quito  is  usually  fixed  at  20.00  sucres  (about  $1.33)  per  98- 
pound  bag.    Early  in  1942,  when  the  'supply  in  the  producing  areas  was  low, 
the  rate  was  set  at  the  comparatively  low  figure  of  7.00  sucres  (approxi- 
mately $0.47)  per  bag.     That  rate  was  eff -ctive  only  to  June  30,  and  with 
the  new  harvest  beginning  in  July  the  rate  was  increased  to  15.50  sucres 
(about  $1.10)  per  ba'g. 

The  situation  vas  further  aggravated  by  the  danger  of  heavy  losses 
in  the  large  stocks  of  the  coastal  regions  during  the  rainy  season,  which  - 
usually  begins  lata  In  December.     ^hpLl'e  the  high  transportation  costs 
usually  prevent  any  'significant  movement  between  the  two  areas ,  reports- 
indicate  that  late  in  1942  considerable  quantities  of  imported  flour  were 
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moved  into  the  higher  areas  where  storage  conditions  were  more  favorable, 
and  that  quantities  were  consumed  there  to  supplement  the  short  crop. 

In  order  to  ease  the  supply  situation,  imports  were  prohibited  from 
October  1,  1942,  to  January  1,  1943.     Despite  export  restrictions,  consider- 
able quantities  are  said  to  have  been  shipped  to  Colombia.     Supplies  still 
on  hand  late  in  1942  were  estimated  to  be  sufficient  to  cover  requirements 
through  February  1943  and,  according  to  reports,  no  further  imports  are 
expected  during  that  time. 

ICUADQE;     Imports  of  wheat  flour,  1936-1942 


Country 
of  origin 


Argentina  ... 

Canada  

United  States 
Others   


1936  *  1937 


1938 


Barrels :Barrels:3arrels 
"T4*,'570:"  3'3>~583":  "  101 
21,374:  200: 
52,267:102,119:110,732 
15,034:     1,170:  1,197 
_To  t  al  . .  _._v-v_055^^ 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  a/  January-November  exports, 
permits  were  granted  after  October  1. 


1939 
Barrels 


99 

184 , 110 
2,546 
1867755 


1940 


1941 


1942 

a/ 


Barrels: Barrels :Barrels 
"885:""  T  ""y 
151r       748:  2,000 
92,208:132,240:241,000 
_  3,192:      -  : 

No  export 


RICE  CROP  IN  INDIA 

SLIGHTLY  BELOW  AVERAGE  .   .  . 

The  1942-43  Indian  rice  harvest  amounted  to  1,834  million  bushels, 
as  compared  with  1,895  million  bushels  last  year,  according  to  official 
estimates  just  received  from  Calcutta.    The  low  yield  of  24.5  bushels  per 
acre  was  materially  below  average  and  was  caused  primarily  by  drought  in 
some  parts  of  the  country.    The  1942-43  acreage  was  the  largest  in  more  than 
a  decade,  and  indicates  that  the  official  efforts  to  increase  the  acreage  of 
food  crops  has  achieved  some  success. 

INDIA;     Rice  acreage  and  production,  1942-43,  with  comparisons 


Year 

:  Acreage 

Production 

:'rnousand  acres  , 

Million  Dusneis 

70,555 

1,938 

1936-37   

2,080 

1937-38   

72,568  : 

1,996 

1938-39   i  

1,791 

1939-40  

1,896 

1940-41  

 :  73,059 

1,656 

1941-42   

1,895 

1942-43  

1,834 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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India,  the  world's  largest  rice  producer,  has  usually  been  also 
the  world's  largest  importer.     During  the  years  1936-1940,   imports  av- 
eraged 3  "billion  pounds  annually.     Nearly  80  percent  of  the  imported 
requirements  ^ere  from  Burma,,  with  the  remainder  obtained  from  Thailand 
and  Indochina,     ^ith  these  countries  no  longer  accessible,   it  has  been 
necessary  for  Indian  officials  to  reduce  rice  exports,  annually  amount- 
ing to  600  millior  pounds,  and  to  encourage  a  larger  domestic  production 
of  food  crops.  "•• ' 


PERU  REVISES  ESTIMATE  FOR 
1942  RICE  CROP  DOWNWARD    .   .  . 

The  1942  Peruvian  ric^  crop  is  now  estimated  at  4,365,000  "bushels, 
the  smallest  production  in  the  past  4  years,  and  is  only  a.bout  60  percent 
of  the  1941  harvest.     Reports  indicate  that  conditions  have  not. been 
favorable  for  the  ea.rly  planting  of  the  1943  crop. 

The  large  harvest  in  the  fall  of  1941  resulted  in  substantial 
exports  from  Peru,  in  the  spring  of  1942,  "but  with  the  poor  1942  crop 
Peru  was  faced  with  a  shortage  and  the  country  was  again'  forced  to  im- 
port rice,  which  has  "been  obtained  primarily  from  Ecuador  during  the 
past  few  months. 

PERU;     Rice  acreage,  production,  trade,  and  apparent  domestic 
 utilization,  avera.ges  1926-1935,  annual  193 6-1 942  j  


:  :               ,  ,  , '        !  :  :                :  Apparent 
Production 

Year        :    Area  '   ;  Imports  :  Exports  •  domestic 

:  :                .  :  :                :  utili- 
 .  .     Rough    ;  Cleaned  ,  ?  .  zation 

:  1,000  :    1,000     :  Million  :  Million  :  Million  :  Million 

Average         :  acres  :  bushels  :  pounds  :  pounds  :    pounds  :  pounds 

1926-1930.:         92  :      3,362  :  93  :  50  :            1  :  142 

1931-1935.:        126  :      4,792  ;  133  ':  •  9  :  .......  .2  :  140 

Annual           :  •                :  : 

1936  .  •        117  :      5,139  :  143  :  56  :        a/    ":  199 

1937   :         90  :      3,176  :  .      88  :  ■  24  :     .        0.':  112 

1938  .....:       104  :      4,352  ;  121  :  72  :            0  :  193 
-  1939  >  :        103  :      4,470  :  124  :  46  :       a/  .    :  170 

1940.  :        121  :      6,010  ;  167  :  24  :       a/      :  191 

1941   :       153  :      7,414  :  206  :  8  :    ■    .      2  :b/    '  212 

1942   :      -  :c/  4,365  :  121  :,  -  ■     ■  :•            9  : 


Compiled  from  official  sources.  ■ .  . 

a/  Less  than  500,000  pounds.     „   ' 

h/  Utilization  was  not  this  large,,  as  stocks  carried  over  into  1942 
were  above  normal'.     c/     Preliminary.  •  ■  •  -  . 


*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
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VE&ETABLE    0  _I  L  S    AND  OILSEEDS 

BRAZILIAN  CASTOR- BEAN  PRODUCTION  .' 
STEPPED  UP  .  .  . 

An  unofficial  estimate  places  the  1943  3ahia  castor-bean  crop  at 
60,000  short  tons,  compared  with  approximately  50,000  tons  last  season. 
Although  returns  for  the  entire  country  are  not  available  at  this  time,  it 
is  expected  that  production  will  exceed  the  200,000  tons  produced  last 
year.     The  State  of  Bahia  is  the  most  important  producing  center  in  Brazil, 
and  exports  of  "beans  from  that  area  usually  represent  a"bout  30  percent  of 
the  total  shipments  from  that  country. 

Exports  of  "beans  from  the  Port  of  Bahia.  during  1942  were  the 
smallest  since  1939;  this  was  due  to  the  shortage  of  shipping  space  and 
not  to  a  lack  of  demand.  Trade  in  "both  "beans  and  oil  during  the  last  6 
months  of  1942  was  with  the  United  States  exclusively.  This  .was  in  ac- 
cordance with  an  agreement  between  the  t^o  countries  whereby  the  United 
States  guaranteed  Brazil  a  favorable  market  for  their  castor-bean  crop. 

Prices  of  first  quality  castor  oil  on  the  Bahia  Produce  and  Stock 
Exchange  fluctuated  between  12.0?  and  12.88  cents  per  pound  during  July- 
December  1942.     Prices  during  January-June  ranged  from  11.34  to  13.74 
cents. 


CASTOR  BEANS:     Exports  from  the  port  of  Bahia,  Brazil, 

1941  and  1942 


Month 

:  1941 

:  1942 

:    1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

 ■  :  12,559 

3,816 

18,637 

March   

 ,  :  2,247 

5,844 

Apri"1   

 :     -    14,490  : 

2,923 

 :              899  : 

2,472 

10,563 

4,377 

  . . . :           6,067  ; 

4,945 

 :           5,953  .  : 

7,534 

 :         18r298  : 

3,144 

 :           7,304.  j 

3,259 

 :          24,293  ; 

3,709 

 :        140,464  j 

71 , 223 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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Reports  from  Sao  Paulo  indicate  that  castap-bean  production  will 
probably  exceed  50,000  tons  this  year  compared  with  45,000  tons  in  1942. 
The  average  crop  for  that  State,  prior  to  1941,  was  around  20,000  tons. 
The  largest  production  was  in  the  extreme  western  part  of ■ the '  State,  out 
the  central  and  north-central  also  produced  sizable-,  quant  it  ires..    Most  of 
the  "beans  were  produced  on  cultivated  land  and  were  the  small  "brown  and 
brown-striped  varieties;  the  wild  ones  were  the  large  black  and  large 
white-striped  species.     One  of  the  major  difficulties  in  marketing  castor 
beans  is  the  lack  of  duality  designations.    Even  the  agreement  with  the 
United  States  does  not  provide  for  differences  in  quality,  but  merely 
specifies  that  the  beans  shall  be'  the  average  of  the  crop..     If  given  prop- 
er encouragement  and  guidance  by  consumers,  Brazilian  growers  could  produce 
a.  \uiiform  quality  with  a;  high  oil  content. 

Tnough'of  minor  significance  at  the  present  time,  ca.stor-oil 
production  in  Brazil  is  increasing.     The  largest  crushing  mills  are  located 
in  Sa.o  Paulo  and  have  a.  capacity  output  of  10,000  tons  annually,  but,  due 
to  the  relatively  snail  demand,  production  has  proceeeded  on  a  reduced  ba.sis, 
averaging  about  4,000  tons  a.  year.    Approximately  70  percent  of  thi s  oil  is  • 
consumed  within  the  Str-te,  and  the  other.  30  percent  is  exported. 


URUGUAY  3STJ3LISHES  PRICES  FOR 

1942-43  SUNFLOWER  SEED..  .   .  . 

A  decree  dated  January  27,  1943,  establishes  purcha.se  and  sales 
prices  for  the  1942-43  sunflower  seed,  a.s  the  harvest  is  expected  to  be 
insufficient  for  t..ie  country's  needs.     Following  are  the  prices  iper  100 
kilograms:     To  producers  7.80  pesos  ($1.87  per  100  pounds)  in  bags,  and 
7.30  pesos  ($1.75)  without,  for  the  months  of  February  and  March,  a.  pro- 
gressive monthly  increase  of  7  centesimos  (1.-67  cents  per  100  pounds") 
being  allowed  for  subsequent  months..     To  intermediaries  and  manufacturers, 
8.00  pesos  ($1.91)  in  bags,  and  7.50  pesos  ($1.70)  without,   for  the  months 
of  February  and  March,  with  a  progressive  monthly  increase  of  7  centesimos 
being  allowed  for  subsequent  months.     These  prices  are  for  sound,  dry, 
clean  sunflower  seed,  the  following  percentages,  however,  being  allowed: 
damp,  10  percent;  containing  foreign  bodies  and/or  earth  2.5  percent;  rotten, 
sprouted  and/or  scorched,  2  percent. 

The  decree  also  provides  coiTpensation,  by  bonuses  to  the  interested 
party,  for  such  grain  as  may  not  fulfill  the  above  conditions,  being  ei- 
ther inferior  or  superior.    Provisions  are  made  for  the  amount  to  be  dis- 
counted for  transportation  costs,  for  methods  of  analysis  of  the  seed, 
for  enforcing  compliance  with  the  law  and  -^ith  its  general  control,   for  the 
quotas  to  be  alloted  for  the  importation  of  sunflower  seed  if  the  ncrvest 
proves  insufficient  for  domestic  needs,  and  for  penalties  for  violation. 


******* 
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COT  T_  'Oj"  N '  -    OTHER-  'T  I  "B  E  R-  S 

HEMP .  ACREAGE  IN  CHILE 

CONTINUES  -UPWARD  TREND-' *  •  .••  • 

Official  estimates  of  1943  hemp  acreage  in.  Chile  show  46,000  acres 
as  compared  with-  35,000  in  1942  and  20,000  in  the  preceding  year.  -  Acre- 
ages for  1941  and  1942  each  "showed  an 'increase  exceeding  two-thirds  of 
the  area  of  the  immediately  preceding  year,  "but  the  11,000— acre  increase 
in  1943  was  only  about  one-third  of  the  1942  area.  Eiber  production  has 
kept  pace'  with' the  expanded  acreages,  and  this  year's  crop  is  expected  to 
"be  considerably  larger  than  the  1942  harvest  of  14,400  long  tons. 

There  was  a  small  carry-over  from  the  1942  crop.    This,  combined 
with  t£e  prospects  of  a  large  crop  this  year  and  the ' uncertainty  of  a 
ready;  outlet  through  foreign  markets,  has  had  a  tendency  to  depress 
prices  somewhat.    The  United  Kingdom  continues  to  afford  the  largest  mar- 
ket for  Chilean  hemp,  having  taken  41  percent  of  the  1942  exports,  with  the 
United  States  next,  taking  30  percent,"  and  Argentina,  21  percent.    Most  of 
the  remaining  8  percent  went  to  Brazil. 


CUBA  HARVESTS  MALTA  ...  r  < 

The  first  malva  blanca  (Urena,'  lob  at  a)  is  now  being  harvested'- in 
Cuba,  anc.  the  estimate  for  the  crop  is  40,000  pounds  of  seed  and  25,000 
pounds  of  raw  fiber.    Nine  caballerias  (or  300  acres)  were  planted  last 
spring  at  Mantua  in  southwest  Cuba,  by  a  native'  company  under,  contract 
with  Defense'  Supplies  Corporation.     This  project  was  undertaken  for  the 
purpose  of  experimentation  in  the  methods  of  growing  and  decorticating 
the  fiber  and  supplying  seed  for  future  plantings',  if  the  results  of  the 
experiment  justify  the  cultivation,  of  the  crop.    Latest  reports  are  -that 
the  experiment  probably,  will  be  continued  through  another  year  before  any 
decision  is  made  .  concerning  production  on  a.  larger  scale.     The  plants  from 
one  caballeria  (33  acres)  are  to  be  harvested  for  fiber,  and  more  than 
1,000  pounds  of  it  in  finished  form  have  already  been  produced.    The  re- 
mainder of  the  plants  are  to  be  harvested  for  seed  and  will  be  unfit  for 
fiber  purposes. 

Malva  blanca  grows  wild  in  Cuba.,  but  the  cost  of  harvesting  the 
wild  plants  is  too  great  to  be  economical.     The  fiber  is' used  locally  for 
alpaxgatas,  fiber-soled  shoes  worn  extensively  by  rural  and  laboring 
people.     Tests  indicate  that  the  fiber  is  both  durable  and  fine,  and  that 
it  probably  would  be  a  satisfactory  substitute  for  jute  in  sugar  bags  if 
the  price  could  be  .  kept  comparably  low.    The,  added  property  of  retaining 
dye  well  favors  the  use  of  the  fiber  as  a  substitute  for  linen. 

$  ■■■■  -i  «  ^ 

******* 
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L  I  V  E  S  T  0  C  K    AND    ANIMAL  Z^^^^^^l 

CANADIAN  HOG  PRODUCTION 
MOVES  TO  WEST  .   .  . 

Hog  numbers  on  farms  in  Canada,  as  of  December  1,  1942,  are 
officially  estimated  at  7,751,000  head,  according  to  detailed  statistics 
just  released.     This  is  an  increase  of  18.7  percent  above  the  revised 
figures  for  1941  and  the  largest  number  on  record. 

There  ^a.s  an  increase  in  the  Western  Provinces  of  18.6  percent  to 
4,418,000,  while  the  Eastern  Provinces  showed  an  increase  of  7.8  percent 
to  3,333,000  head.     The  number  in  Ontario,  up  to  now  the  most  important 
producing  Province,  decreased  2  percent  to  2,019,000,  whereas  the  number 
in  Alberta  increased  23.6  percent  to  2,270,000,  thus  making  it  the  most 
important  hog- producing  Province.     There  has  been  a  shift  in  hog  produc- 
tion since  the  war  began  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western  Provinces  where 
supplies  of  feed  grains  are  abundant  without  the  necessity  of  transporting 
them  long  distances. 

A  16-percent  increase  in  the  fall  pig  crop  and  a  21-percent 
increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  of  1943  indicate 
increased  hog  slaughter  in  1943,  but  just  what  proportion  will  pass  through 
export  pa.cking  plants,  in  view  of  the  increase  in  uninspected  slaughter  in 
1942  in  order  to  evade  established    ceilings,   is  not  known. 


CANADA:  Number  of  hogs 
 fall  pigs  saved 


on  farms,  December  1, 
and  sows  to  farrow 


1942 


Province 


Hogs  on  farms 
December  1 


1941  ; 

a/ 

1942 

.  i^i  , 

1942 

'  194^-42 

;  1942-43 

Eastern  Provinces 

Thou- 
:  sands 

:  Thou- 
sands 

:  Thou- 
sands 

,  Thou- 
sands 

:  Thou- 
:  sands 

:  Thou- 
:  sands 

Ontario  . .  .  

Quebec   

2706377 
850.0 
178.5 

,  2,019.3 
:  1,094.5 
:  218.8 

1,602.1 
761.0 
123.5 

1,646.2 
872.5 
:  159.8 

.  204.0 
:  131.0 
:  18.3 

:  233.8 
:  167.3 
;  23.7 

Other   

Total  above  . . . 
Western  Provinces 
Manitoba   

:  3,092.2 

:  3,332.6 

•  2,486.6, 

2,678.5 

:  353.3 

:  424.8 

511.2 
1,005.5 
•  1,836.7 
:  81.7 

696.0 
:  1,368.0, 
-  2,269.7 
84.3, 

304.0 
527.9- 
1,143.3 
:  54.7 

417.4 
687.7 
1,400.0 
66.2 

64.7 
122.3 

-220.4. 
9.0 

:  74.9 
159.4 
264.2 
10.4 

Saskatchewan  .... 
Alberta   

British  Columbia 

Total  above 
Total  Canada 

:  3,435.1 

4,418.0 

2,029.9 

2,571.3 

416.4 

508.9 

•  6,527.3 

7, 750.6 

;  4,516.5 

5,249.8 

769.7  , 

933.7 

Fall  pigs  saved 
( June-November) 


Sows  to  farrow 
December-May 


Compiled  from  official  sources. a/  Revised. 
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DROUGHT  CAUSES  HEAVY  CATTLE 
LOSSES  IN  URUGUAY  ... 

Cattle  losses  in  Uruguay  have  "been  heavy  in  the  past  few  months  as 
a  result  of  the  worst  drought  in  years.     Poor  grazing  and  scarcity  of 
rater  in  the  5  months,   Sept ember- January,  have  resulted  in  heavy  mortality 
of  livestock.    A  conservative  estimate  of  minimum  cattle  losses  for  the 
period  of  the  drought  places  them  at  615,000  head  or  7.4  percent  of  the  es- 
timated 8,300,000  cattle  on  hand  in  1942.     This  represents  about  two-thirds 
of  the  annual  slaughter  at  packing  plants  in  recent  years.     Other  estimates 
of  losses  run  as  high  as  a  million  head  of  cattle,  but  these  figures  are 
believed  to  be  too  high.     It  is  reported  that  losses  during  the  month  of 
January  ranged  from  7,000  to  10,000  head  daily,  giving  a  monthly  total  of 
approximately  210,000  to  300,000  head.     December  was  also  a  bad  month, 
although  losses  Yrere  not  so  large  as  in  January.     Even  though  normal  rain- 
fall occurs  in  the  near  future,  further  losses  will  result  from  the  poor 
conditions  of  cows  at  the  calving  season. 

URUGUAY:    Number  of  cattle  according  to  census, 
1930  and  1937 


Census 


Province 

:  1930 

1937 

:  Number 

Number 

North  of  Rio  Negro 

 :  607 

656 

Salto  

 :  564 

686 

 :  409 

502 

629 

677 

659 

;  781 

 :  433 

:  481 

 3,301 

3,793 

South  of  Rio  Negro 

 469 

:  551 

 :.  .  .  :     '         284       :  , 

:  285 

 '-  383 

432 

 . . . :         •  191 

218 

 :.  . . :         V  380  '  : 

468 

■  319 

405 

 :  373 

462 

 :  363 

449 

 ;. .    '     '  :'-'r57<? :  lv' 

:'  670 

188  ■" 

;  225 

176 

'        -  118 

:  153 

 .:  12 

;  10 

 .:  3,797 

:  4,504 

 :•  7,098 

*        *  •  - 

;  8,297 

Censo  Agropecuario  Ano  1937,  Part  I. 
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Conditions  have  been  worse  in  the  Departments  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  country,  north  of  the  Rio  Negro,  and  in  the  east.     The  eight  De- 
partments vhere  losses  were  largest  are  Artigas,  Sal to,  Faysandu,  Rivera, 
Tacuarembo,  all  north  of  the  Rio  Negro,  and  in  Cerro  Largo,  Rocha,  and 
Durfzno.    These  eight  Departments  had  4,597,000  head  or  55  percent  of  the 
total  number  in  Uruguay  in  1937. 

The  rainfall  deficiency  in  the  country  as  a  whole  has  been  about 
46.8  percent,  and  the  deterioration  of  grass  exceeds  anything  previously 
exoerienced  in  the  past  50  years.    There  has  been  no  livestock  census 
since  1937,  but  8,300,000  head  is  believed  to  represent  fairly  accurately 
thenomber  of  cattle  on  hand  in  1942. 

Besides  the  estimated  loss  of  from  $12,000,000  to  $19,000,000 
involved  in  cattle  deaths,  there  is  also  the  loss  resulting  from  forced* 
marketing  of  unfinished  animals.    Cows  and  steers  marketed  in  recent 
months  have  averaged  about  176  pounds  under  weight.     Then,  too,  there  is 
an  additional  loss  in  having  to  sell  light-weight  steers  for  canning 
purposes  instead  of  for  shipment  as  frozen  beef. 

Liquidation  of  cattle  has  been  heavy  in  recent  months.  Receipts 
at  the  National  Livestock  Market  for  the  5  weeks  ended  January  30  in- 
creased 102  percent  above  the  corresponding  period  in  1941.    The  increase 
for  the  4  weeks  of  December  was  62  percent,  in  November  28  percent,  and  in 
October  21  percent. 

The  Uruguayan  livestock  associations  have  been  active  in  urging  the 
Government  to  take  steps  to  relieve  the  situation.    Among  relief  measures 
mentioned  have  been  the. following:     (1)  Emergency  slaughter  by  packing 
companies,  (2)  temporaty  entry  of  Uruguayan  livestock  into  Argentina  and 
Brazil  for  grazing,  (3)  importation  of  forage,  (4)  extension  of  the  plant- 
ing of  winter  oats,  (5)  inter-Departmental  movement  of  livestock  to  better 
grazing  areas,  and  (6)  the  authorization  by  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  of 
liberal  renewals  and  extensions  of  credit  to  ranchers.  • 

The  effectiveness  of  the  measures  suggested  is  limited  by  the 
shortage  of  available  cattle  cars,  somewhat  over-crowded  storage  facili-  • 
ties  owing  to  heavy  slaughter  and  delayed  shipping,  and  the  fact  that 
drought  conditions  in  Argentina  and  Brazil  simultaneously  were  growing 
more  serious.    A  decree  of  January  13,  1943,  permitted  the  free  entry  of 
forage  into  Uruguay  until  February  25.    Local  holders  of  forage  were  re- 
quired to  declare  their  stocks,  and  maximum  prices  were  established. 
The  sharp  rise  in  prices  in  foreign  countries,  however,  defeated  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  ;this  measure,  and  the  tonnage  it  has  been  feasible  to  im- 
port has  been  used  for  dairy  stock  and  breeding  animals.     The  extension 
of  the  planting  of  winter  oats  has  been  held  up  by  the  condition  of  the 
soil  and  the  severe  shortage  of  fuel  for  farm  tractors.    Some  cattle  have 
been  moved  to  other  departments  where  there  is  a  reserve  of  pasturage, 
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but  this  movement  is  restricted  "by  lack  of  transportation,  and. -in  the 
absence,  of  Government  control,  the  grazing  rental  terms  are  exorbitant* 


CANADA  CONSUICES  MOSS  LAHD    .   .   .      •  .    '  '  '  ;  '  .   :   - . 

Canada  has  never,  until  recently,  bcen  a  large  consumer  of  lard. 
O^ing  to  the  scarcity  of,. .vegetable  compounds  in  recent  months,  however,.: 
c'ohsunrption  of  lard  ha. s,. increased  raa.'terially.     Lard  stocks  have  dropped 
to  the  lowest  point  in  .several  years',,  while  prices  have  increased  to-  the 
established  ceiling  levels.     It  is- estimated  that  lard' production,  in  1942 
rea,ched:  about  106  million  pounds,  an.  increase  of  8  percent  above  1941  and 
61  percent  above  the  last  pre-^ar  year,  1938.     In  the  last  few  years  be- 
fore the  war,  exports  of  Canadian -lard  ranged  from  14  million  pounds  in 
1935  to'  30  million  pounds  in  1937.     This  latter  year  exports  represented 
about  40  percent  of  total  supply. 

'  Exports  have  declined  materially  and  consumption  has  ".increased 
since  the  war  began.     Per  capita  consumption  in  1942,  estimated  at  about 
10  pounds,  was  twice  as  large  as  for  the  4  years  preceding  the  war.  The 
main  reason  for  increased,  consumption  of  la.rd,  particularly  during  the 
past  6  months','  is  the  scarcity  of  lard ■  substitutes.     As  none  of  the  in- 
gredients of  vegetable  compounds  are  produced  in  any  quantity  in, Canada, 
that  country  has'. had  to  depend  more  and'. '-more  on  home-produced  lard. 


CANADA;     Production,  trade,  and  consumption  of  lard, 

■1935-1942    i  -■•"' 


Stocks 
first 
of  year. 

;  Stocks' 

at.  end 
of  year' 

Consumption 

Year 

Pro-  : 
duct ion: 

Imports' 

Total  • 
supply 

Exports 

Total  : 

Per 

ca.pi  ta 

Million;Million 

■Million:! 

lillion 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pounds: 

pounds 

:  pounds: 

pounds 

,  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

,.  pounds 

1935 

63.9: 

2.7 

a/  : 

66.6 

13.8 

3.4 

49.4 

:.  •  4.5 

1936  ... 

75.  6: 

3.4 

•    .a/  : 

79.0 

'  '29.3 

;  2.3: 

'  '"47.4 

4.3" 

1937   

, 72.8: 

'  2.4 

:      a/  : 

75.2 

,  30.1 

•  2.'3: 

42. 8" 

3.8 

1938  .  .. 

''  65.9: 

2.4 

.  . 

68.3 

16.8 

.'  2'.  6 

"  4A.9 

4.4 

1939  ..... 

"  74.8: 

'2.6 

:    •  0.2: 

77.  6 

7.5 

4.1 

,,'66.0. 

,5.  a. 

1940 

86.6; 

4.1 

:      a/  i 

90.7 

2/7 

4.8. 

'  83. 2 

7.3 

1941  ... 

98.0: 

.  4.9 

•      a/  : 

102.9 

6.1 

;    '  6. 7: 

'  90,1,. 

;7.-8 

1942  ... 

b/ 106.0: 

6.7 

:      a?  .: 

.112.7 

;  .1.6 

2:9: 

108.2- 

.  9.4 

Compiled  f rom -of f icial  sources,-.; 
a/  Less  than' 100, 000  pounds. . 
b/  Estimate.'       '    .'  '  _ .  
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Since  July  1942  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board  has  restricted 
the  manufacture  of  shortening  compounds  to  SO  percent  of  the  1941  level 
of  103  million  pounds.     Tne  price  of  butter  is  so  high  in  relation  to  lard 
that  many  consumers,  at  least  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  are  substituting 
lard  for  butter,  and  the  rationing  of  butter  on  December  20,  1942,  prob- 
ably caused  some  substitution  of  lard  for  butter  for  cooking  purposes. 

Canadian  nogs  are.  predominately  of  the  bacon  type  and  yield  less 
than  half  as  much  lard  per  carcass  as  hogs  raised  in  the  United  States. 
In  the  last  half  of  1942  Canada  was  approaching  a  lard  scarcity,  despite 
the  increase  in  hog  slaughterings. 

Not  only  has  the  yield  of  lard  per  hog  been  relatively  small  in 
Canada,  but  it  has  been  decreasing  since  Canadian  producers  have  been  con- 
centrating on  quality  bacon  hogs  for  export  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
average  yield  of  lard  per  hog  in  Canada  in  1941  wa.s  12.2  pounds  compared 
with  14.5  pounds  in  1936.     In  contrast,   the  production  of  la.rd  per  hog  in 
the  United  States  increased  from  28.6  pounds  in  1936  to  32.0  pounds  in  1941 

During  194?  Canadian  producers  obeyed  the  Government  order  to  feed 
hogs  to  heavier  weights,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  any  increase  in  average 
lard  weights  occurred,  since  the  proportion  of  hogs  going  into  export 
channels  increased  ove^  previous  years.    Also,  there  is  a  tendency  for 
packers  in  Canada  to  use  hog.  fats  more  liberally  in  sausage  mixtures 
since  the  price  returns  are  more  favorable  for  sausage  than  for  rendered 
lard.     The  expansion  of  the  uninspected  market  for  hogs,   in  order  to  avoid 
existing  price  ceilings,  is  also  thought  to  be  partly  responsible  for  a 
loss  of  lard.     Farmers  and  others  engaged  in  these  operations  are  not 
equipped  to  utilize  the  fat    from  hogs  slaughtered,   so  that  much  of  it  is 
sold  on  the  carcass. 

Evidently  in  anticipation  of  the  price-freezing  order  of  November  1, 
1941,  the  wholesale  price  of  lard  rose  sharply  from  around  8  cents 
(7.3  American  currency) ,  the  price  which  had  prevailed  during  the  first 
part  of  the  year.     From  July  to  September  1941  the  wholesale  price  rose 
from  8.1  cents  to  15  cents  at  Montreal  and  from  19.6  cents  to  16  cents  at 
Toronto.     In  general,  wholesale  prices  during  the  base  period  (4  weeks 
ended  October  11)  were  at  the  highest  point     since  1935.     As  retail  prices 
had  not  increased  to  such  an  extent,  many  retailers  found  themselves  with 
ceiling  prices  1  to  2  cents  below  wholesale  ceiling  prices.     By  November 
wholesale  prices  had  receded  3  or  4  cents  per  pound.     In  the  last  quarter 
of  1942,  wholesale  prices  approached  the  ceiling,  and  the  present  and 
prospective  supply  of  lard  is  so  limited  that  no  price  reduction  is  in 
prospect.     In  December  1942,  the  wholesale  price  of  lard  was  14.5  cents 
(13.2  American)  at  Montreal  and  Vancouver,  15.5  cents  (14.1)  at  WInnepeg, 
and  16.5  cents  (15.0)  at  Toronto.     Last  year  at  the  same  time  the  price 
averaged  between  10  and  12  cents  a  pound. 
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GHEEAL    A  N  D  MISCELLANEOUS 

CANADIAN  HOP  PRODUCTION  Si-iALLER; 
DEi/AND  INCREASES  .   .  . 

The  production  of  hops  in  British  Columbia,  normally  representing  at 
least  90  percent  of  the  Canadian  total,   is  placed  at  1,476,000  pounds  for 
1942,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Legation  at  Ottawa.     While  no 
official  estimate  of  the  crop  for  the  country  as  a  whole  is  available,  the 
estimate  for  British  Columbia  indicates  that  production  was  at  the  lowest 
level  since  1934  and  represents  less  than  half  of  the  annual  requirements. 
The  1942  season  was  unfavorable  for  growing  hops  in  British  Columbia  and 
the  yield  per  acre  was  the  lowest  since  1928.     Labor  controversies  during 
picking-time  are  reported  to  have  complicated  the  harvest  somewhat. 

Production  is  now  largely  concentrated  in  a  small  area  in  the  lower 
Eraser  Vallejr  of  British  Columbia,  in  contrast  with  the  situation  40  years 
ago  when  the  main  producing  area  was  located  in  Ontario,  and  British  Colum- 
bia, with  Quebec  and  New  3runswick,  was  only  a  minor  producing  region.  The 
shift  in  production  centers  ^as  caused  by  the  outbreak  of  disease  in  the  East. 

Hop  production  in  Ontario  at  this,  time,   though  small,   is  expanding. 
The  area  has,  during  the  past  5  years,  more  than  doubled,  with  the  present 
bearing  acreage  reported  at  275  acres.     About  150  acres  were  also  reported 
in  Quebec.     The  acreage  in  British  Columbia  in  1942  was  reported  at  1,604  ' 
acres,  which  was  an  all— time  record.     New  plantings  are  said  to  be  just 
about  sufficient  to  maintain  the  present  acreage.     About  100  a.cres  were 
reported  to  have  been  planted  in  1942  but  will  not  be  in  production  until 
1944.     A  small  acreage  was  also  planted  in  Ontario,  reportedly  by  new 
growers,  as  experienced  planters  foresee  increased  labor  difficulties. 

Utilization  by  Canadian ■ brewers  in  1942  was  estimated  at  around  4.6 
million  pounds,   compared  with  3.6  million  pounds  in  the  preceding  year  and 
2.4  million  pounds  in  1934.     While  hop  requirements  have  risen  rapidly  in 
recent  years,   they  iiave  not  kept  pace  with  brewing  volume.     This  is  attrib- 
uted to  cha.nges  in  brewing  practices,  which  have  reduced  the  hop  content  of 
beer  considerably.     It  is  also  pointed  out  that  the  consumer  demand  is  for 
a  less  bitter  product  than  was  in  general  demand  in  past  years.    As  a  re- 
sult of  the  reduction,  1942  hop  requirements  were  only  30  percent  above 
those  of  1929,  whereas  beer  production  had  increased  by  77  percent.  The 
expansion  in  brewing  was  partly  to  fill  the  demand  for  beer  for  export  to 
the  overseas  troops,  but  '•■as  mostly  to  meet  increased  demands  in  Canada. 

Brewers  are  expected  to  require  about  the  same  quantity  of  hops  in 
1943  as  in  1942.  Governmental  restrictions  prevent  any  further  expansion 
in  brewing;  it  is,  in  fact,  restricted  by  an  order  reducing  sales  for  the 
year  ending  October  31,  1943,  to  90  percent  of  sales  during  the  preceding 
year.  Imports  of  beer  for  consumption  in  Canada  are  likewise  restricted 
by  10  percent  and  wine  and  spirits  by  20  and  30  percent,  respectively. 
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|  „      Imported  hope's  .constituted  approximately  half  the  total  used  in 
Canada  during  the  5  years  1934-19 38 i     As  the  European  sources  of  import's 
'  Were  -lost  to  Canada,:  Germany  and'-  Czechoslovakia  in  1939  and  Yugoslavia 
in  1940,  the  United"  States  "became  almost  the.'  sole  source  of  supply,' 
United  States  hops  haye.."been  dutiable  at  10  cents' per  pound  since  May  2, 
1936,  as  compared  with  the  general  tariff  rate  of. 16  cents  and  the  British 
Preferential  rate  of  6  cents.     Imports  for  the  first  11  months  o£1942  were 
.50  percent  above  those  of  1941  and  over  -300  percent  of  X9'40.     Exports  from 
Canada  'were  .normally  ground  ".250," 000'  pounds,-  -'mainly  to  the  United  Kingdom 
•for  blending  with  other  types.    -.During  -the  first  11  months  of  1942,  exports 
were  127,000  pounds,  which,  while  -.slightly  above  1941  exports,  were,  with 
that  exception,  the  smallest  since  1932..  -  About-  half  of  the  1942  exports 
went  to  the  United  Sta.tes. 

Purchases  of,  Western  Canadian  hops. a.re  usually  On  a  long-time 
contract  basis  with.prices  fixed. for  from  1  to  5 . years . in  advance.  Until 
recently  prices  "averaged  aground  30  cents  per  pound.     In .  1940  the  average 
price  was  reported:at  33. cents  per  pound,  and.it  advanced  to  35  cents  ih 
1941.    A  marked  rise  in  price  ha.s  occurred  in  hops  not  covered  by  long- 
term  contracts,  western  hops  having  recently  been  contracted  for  in  British 
Columbia  for  as  high  as  95  cents '( Canadian) .     Growers  in  Eastern  Canada  do 
not  have  long-time  contracts,  and  prices  a.re  reported  to  be  around  50  cents 
per  pound  with  premiums  In  some  ca.'ses  increasing  the  price,  to  62.5  cents. 
Prices  for  United  States  hops  are  'reported  at  from  $1'.25  to  $1.50  per 
pound.     Only  small  supplies' are  now  available'  In  the'  Uhlted  States.- 


CANADA; ..  Product  ion,  'trade,  and' apparent' utilization'  of  hops, 

.••••'•  T,    •    '  \  1934-1942 


Cal endar 
-  year 

Production 
in.  Sri-fish- 
Columbia  a/ 

•v:  Imports' 

Exports 

•" .  Apparent 
utilization 

Beer  .-• 
produced 

V 

1934   

1,000 
pounds 
1 , 406 
1,766 
1,603- 
1 , 51  0 
:  1,769 

1,000- 
:  pounds 
!  1,308 
:           1 , 678 
:           1 , 281 
:  1,455 
:  1,087 

'    1 , 000 
pound  s 

348 
391 
171 

:  173 

!  338 

1,000 
:  pounds 
:  2,365 
3,053 
:  2,713 
:  2,792 
:  2,518 

1,000 
gallons 
46,390 
54, 657 
56,917 
63,467 
•  62,468 

1935   

1936   

1937   

1938   

Average  .  . 
1939   

:          1 , 611 

:  1,362 

:  284 

:  2,689 

!  56,780 

;  1,830 
1,692 
1,596 

!  1,476 

:  782 
:  979 
;  2,092 
;d/  3,224 

203 

;  365 
:  101 
d/  127 

;  2,409 
;  2,306 
3,587 
:e/  4,573 

62,780 
72,388 
90,247 
110,000 

1940   

1941   

1942  c/   

mated  in  recent  years  at- from  100,000  to  200,000  pounds.  b/ 
gallons,  equivalent  to  1.2009  United  States  gallons,     cj  Prel 
d/  11  months  only.     e_/  Includes  trade  for  only  11  months. 


da,  esti- 

Imperial 

iminary. 
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Index 


Pase 


Late  foreign  developments   270 


Beer,  production,  Canada, 

193^19   283 

Bread,  ration.,  Rumania,  13  U3   270 

Castor  Deans: 

Exports,  Bauia,  Brazil, 

19Ul,loU?   27U 

Prices  (oil),  Bahia,  Brazil, 

19  u?   ?7U 

Production,  Bahia,  Brazil, 
l?U2t    ?7U 

Cattle: 

Drought  losses,  Uruguay, 


September-January,  19^2-1^  ...  27S 
Numbers,-  Uruguay,  1930, 1937,  19^2  278 

nemp,  area,  C-iile,  19U2.19U3   276 

Hoses,  numbers  'on  fans),  Canada, 

^ec.  I,  19Ul,19U2   277 

Hops: 

Exports,  Canada,  I93U-I9U2   237 

Imports,  Canada,  133^-19^2    283 

Production,  Canada, 

I97U-19I42   282,283 

Utilization,  Canada, 

lQ7U-icb?   232,287 

Lard : 

Consumption,  Canada,  1935-19^2  .  230 
Exports,  Canada,  lP3?-19k2  .   280 


Pasre 

Lard,  continued: 

Imports,  Canada,  1975-19^2   280 

Prices,  Canada,  Uovember  19U1  ~ 

December  19 U2  . ....   280 

Production,  Canada,  1975-I9U2  ..  ?80 

Stocks,  Canada,  1935-1QU2    280 

Supply,  Canada,  1935-19^2   280 

Malva: 

Area,  Cuba,  1QU?-Ii^   27^ 

Experimentation,  Cuba,  19^2-^3  .  276 
Production  (seeds  and  fiber), 

Cuba,  IQU2-U3    276 

Rice: 
Area: 

India,  1931-32  to  lQUp-U^    ?12 

Peru,  1926-19U2    273 

Exports,  Peru,  I926-I9U2    273 

Imoorts,  Peru,  I926-I9U1    2"H 

Production: 

India,  1931-32  to  iqU?-U3    272 

Peru,  I926-19ll2    27^ 

Utilization,  Pern,  1926-lQUl  . . .  277 
Sunflower  seed,  prices,  fixed, 

Uruguay,  Jan.  27,  10^7    275 

.Theat,  area,  India,  10^2,19^7  270 

Xneat  flour: 

Admixtures  (bean  and  corn), 

Rumania,  19^7   270 

Freight  rates,  Ecuador,  19U2  ...  271 

Imoorts,  Ecuador,  IQ76-IQU2    272 

Prices,  Ecuador,  19^2   271 


*  *  *  *  *  *  * 


